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REGULAR MEETING 

 WEDNESDAY, JULY 3,2019 

7:00 pm – John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly Room 

196 North Main Street, Southington, CT 

 

MINUTES   

 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on Wednesday, July 3, 2019 at 

the John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly Room, 196 North Main Street, Southington, CT.  James 

Sullivan, Acting Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the following in attendance: 

 Commissioners:  Jeff Crown, Chris Borowy, Michael Bunko, Bethany Solury, Shari Guarino & 

David Byrne 

 Alternates:  Robert Ives   

 Ex-Officio:  David Lavallee, Ass’t Town Planner 

  A quorum was determined.   

 Absent:  J. Christiance, Alternate Commissioner 

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by everyone in attendance. 

 

DAVID LAVALLEE, assumed the Chair: 

 Nominations for the Chair:    

  Mr. Borowy nominated our present vice chair, Jim Sullivan, for chairperson.   Mr. Crown 

seconded.   Mr. Sullivan accepted the nomination.   Nomination passed 7 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 

JAMES SULLIVAN, Chair, presiding: 

 Nominations for Vice Chair: 

  Mr. Crown nominated Chris Borowy and Ms. Guarino seconded the nomination for vice 

chair.   Mr. Borowy accepted the nomination.   Nomination passed 6 to 0 to 1 on a roll call vote with Mr. 

Borowy abstaining. 

 Nominations for Secretary: 

  Hearing no nomination, the commission left this matter open to the next meeting to 

allow the members to think about it. 

  Mr. Borowy briefly explained the duties of the secretary.    
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4. Approval of Minutes –   Regular Meeting of June 5th, 2019 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve the Minutes as submitted.   Ms.  Guarino seconded.   

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

     - Special Meeting of June 25th, 2019 

  Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve the Special Meeting Minutes as submitted.   Ms. Guarino 

seconded.   Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

      

5. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items scheduled for action. 

 None this evening. 

 

6. Inland Wetland / FF Applications: 

 A. Information/Action – IW #1274 / FF #265, Application of Keith Hayden, PE, Southington 

Director of Public Works – seeking to perform repairs to 9 local bridges.  Repairs to end walls, scour 

holes, slide gates, and spalled concrete.  Various locations within town. 

 Mr. Lavallee represented the application.   He stated he did not have to generate a checklist.  

Pretty straight forward, state mandated repairs.   If you’ve seen one, you’ve seen them all, pretty much.  

They will fix some scour holes with rip rap, correct some spalling, fix some parapets and concrete work.  

They will confine the channel itself on each side.  It’s very approachable work and there is no machinery 

involved.  Just drop the rip rap above ground.   Most of it is by hand. 

 Mr. Borowy added that it is very important, the fact that within the tunnels and bridges where 

there might be direct exposure to the water bodies, it is going to be hand work and removed by the 

contract.  He also took some security from the fact Mr. Lavallee will be overseeing the activities.    

 Mr. Lavallee said he would have a full schedule of it.  It should be done during low flow, as well.  

Not that much water to contend with.    

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve the Application and a favorable Floodplain Filling 

request.  Mr. Byrne seconded.  Motion passed 8 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 

 

 B. Information/Action – IW#1275 / FF #264, Application of Nutmeg Companies, Inc. 

seeking to perform grading, drainage, paving & floodplain mitigation within the Upland Review Area and 

Floodplain.   Property located at 1300 South Main Street. 

 Stephen Giudice, Harry Cole& Son, 876 South Main Street, Plantsville, represented the 

application. 

 Mr. Lavallee advised this is still in the appeal period and you won’t be able to act tonight.  But 

they still have to go to the PZC and they won’t lose any time in that sense.   It is not up for action. 
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 Mr. Giudice noted the applicant is here tonight, as well. 

 We did have a site walk for site information session last week.  This property is located next to 

the bowling alley on South Main Street in Plantsville.  (Noted.)  The commuter parking lot off of I-84 is 

here. (Noted.)   Our property line runs on an angle along that parking lot. 

 This property was previously approved for two buildings with retail and office space in the front 

and then a rather large doggy daycare facility in the back and a parking lot.   

 It had a drainage system that somewhat mimicked what we are proposing here.  We had 

impacts along the wetland corridor of this location (noted). 

 We have looked at this property for numerous possible users.  Dunkin Donuts, we had a dance 

studio interested.  We looked at many different users and nothing really stuck.  It’s changed hands a 

couple of times.  This applicant came to see the economic development agent for this proposal and Lou 

Perillo pointed him in this direction.  He came to see me as we had done work previously, and we kind of 

put together some schematic plans and felt that this use would fit into the property well. 

 The property is bordered by South Main Street.  I mentioned the commuter parking lot to the 

north and the bowling alley to the south.  The Quinnipiac River is over here (indicating).   And, we have 

this wetland.   The Quinnipiac River used to actually follow the property line (indicating) prior to the 

construction of I-84.  At that time, the property line of this was the center line of the Quinnipiac River at 

that time.  But the river was redirected in this direction.   Thus, the unusual property line. 

 The property has about an acre of wetland on it.   Most of it is in an I-2 zone.  It is a four-acre 

parcel.  There used to be some existing structures on the property, but they were removed.  The 

property had been cleared at one point but it kind of grew back. 

 Our proposal is to construct a 16,000-sf truck wash facility.  The building is 100 by 200. With 

offices located at the rear.  We have an automatic bay and a manual wash bay.  Trucks enter through 

the existing curb cut (indicated), come into the site, maneuver around the site, and get into one of the 

two lanes and then exit the site at this location (indicating). 

 We have floodplain on this property.   That is a major thing we had to contend with.  We are 

proposing to modify the flood line (indicating) bringing it up around the back of the building and then 

around the front of the building in this location.   It is relatively common when it comes to flood zones to 

do kind of a cut and fill.  We are going to fill flood zone in one area and cut and create flood zone in 

another area to compensate for the fill. 

 Southington regulations require the building to have a finished flood a minimum of one foot 

above the flood zone elevation.   That requires us to elevate the building and make modifications 

through the site. 

 We have provided an increase in flood storage on this site through our excavation around the 

back of the building and part of our stormwater management area provides the compensation for the 

amount we are filling and above and beyond for flood storage. 

 The site is serviced by public water and sewer.  Explained. 
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 The facility will have oil / water separators and will be tied into the sanitary system; however, 

the system will recycle 85 to 90 percent of the water and used over and over again through the wash 

process. 

 Facilities like this are required to be permitted by the DEEP.  That’s our next step after planning 

& zoning if we are successful. 

 Our stormwater management is handled mostly through sheet runoff.  We have some filter 

strips along the edge of the parking lot.  And, we have grass swales around the back of the building 

(indicated).  We have a depression that will be dug into this area to allow for the stormwater collection.  

This is due to the change in surface materials.   We are talking a grass site and putting pavement and a 

building on it.  We compensate for that increase in flow by creating detention areas that eventually will 

turn into wetland areas over time.   And, provide addition wildlife corridors, et cetera, in that area. 

 The original site plan submitted had the building further back on the site.  And, had the flood 

storage area closer to the wetlands (indicating).   Mr. Lavallee did his review and made suggestions.  I 

met with the applicant and talked about revising the plan based on the suggestions.   So, we did move 

the building forward and reduce the pavement and were able to move that flood storage area out of the 

upland review area.    

 We moved it as far as we could and still give the trucks the turning movement needed.  

Explained. 

 We have a landscaping plan included.   We have street trees proposed and some shrubs.  We 

have also added some wetland plantings to the flood storage area, as well. 

 We understand you have to hold on this until the next meeting but I’d be happy to answer any 

questions you have.   

 We did submit revised plans to Mr. Lavallee yesterday.   We still have time to make minor 

revisions.  I believe we’ve addressed all is comments, but I’ll let him speak to that. 

 Ms. Guarino asked about the sediment that comes off the trucks which is collected underneath 

and removed from time to time.  Are there provisions to seal it up or remove it in the event of a serious 

rain event that might flood it.   Mr. Giudice said the system that collects the sediment is entirely inside 

the building.  The sediment goes into a watertight trap located outside of the building that would be 

opened and pumped out periodically.   A contained system. 

 Mr. Borowy asked about the planting plan.  Is that only street side or do you also intend to do 

anything in the area alongside the bowling alley?   Mr. Giudice pointed out a swale and we could provide 

some landscaping in this area (indicating).  We want to make sure we have the flow that we need.  I 

don’t want to propose anything that would obstruct the flows.   

 He noted a sewer easement and driveway which limits landscaping.  We did propose quite a bit 

of landscaping along the side of the building.   Mr. Borowy said is intent is not so much for the 

landscaping aesthetics, but it is for wetlands cleansing, et cetera.  Not knowing the answer to that, Mr. 

Giudice said he would review it with Mr. Lavallee.  We can add some stuff in that area if it is not in the 

plan.   Mr. Borowy said to put whatever David suggested. 
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 Mr. Borowy further asked given the fact you are probably going to have containers of 

concentrated soaps, waxes and that kind of thing, I have to expect that you are going to have them in a 

containment that would go into that trap if there were a leak?   Mr. Giudice said everything is contained 

in the building and the building has drains that brings everything into the containment system.  That 

building is also above the flood zone, so it will not be subject to flood waters. 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to table.  Mr. Bunko seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a 

voice vote.   

 

 C. Information – IW #1276, Application of Troy R. Karwowski seeking to construct a 

detached garage and inground pool within the Upland Review Area.  Property located at 144 Valley View 

Court. 

 Stephen Giudice, represented the applicant.   The owner has owned this property for some 

time, but he didn’t build the home.  He purchased it and lives there with his wife and children.  He 

approached my office about a proposed pool and garage.  We looked at it and unfortunately in order to 

make it work we do have some wetland impact at this location (indicating) where the garage is 

proposed. 

 We have a gas easement that runs through the property and kind of dissects this piece 

(indicating) and pushes the house back on to the lot further than you would see.   Then we have a 

topographic challenge where it is a walkout on the backside.   Explained an 8 to 10-foot slope in the 

back. 

 We just submitted this last week and we haven’t had a chance to review it with Mr. Lavallee or 

received comments.   

 I will request a site walk.  We’ll get Dave’s comments and make some modifications as 

necessary. 

 There is a small area of wetland, 982 sf of wetland impact.  That’s for the garage.  

 The rest of it is upland review.  Explained. 

 The Chair stated that looking at the application, there was no proposed mitigation.   Mr. Giudice 

responded mitigation can be a difficult thing in a situation like this.  We could propose to mitigate but 

usually mitigating for wetlands a lot of times requires tree clearing and grading causing more impact to 

the wetland than the mitigation.   Maybe we can talk to Dave about mitigating through planting, 

increasing some of the wetland type plantings in the area.  That might be a better solution to mitigation 

than actual wetland creation.         

 Discussion. 

 Mr. Crown made a motion to table.  Mr. Byrne seconded.   Motion passed unanimously on a 

voice vote. 

 Site walk set for Thursday, July 18th, 2019 at 5:00 pm. 
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7. Communications 

 A. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items other than those 

scheduled for action. 

 Nothing this evening. 

 

8. Conservation Issues / Unfinished Business / Miscellaneous 

 The Chair referred to the email traffic about the signage.   Mr. Lavallee said there is going to be 

some interpretive signage at the Clark Brothers dam site which is right at the bowling alley where he is 

talking about the car wash.  Fisheries and Wildlife would like to put an interpretive sign there as to how 

it has opened up the fishery by removing the dam.  We’ll work with them on it.  The Land Trust has 

offered to install it. 

 They also have an interpretive sign to put up at the dog park.   They have a PDF version we’ll 

print out and post it for them.  Same thing, how it affects positively the Quinnipiac River.   

 And, with the dog park, the ADA launch is finally done.   Hopefully a ribbon cutting with the 

installation of the sign so the Eagle Scout will be there as well as a representative from Fisheries and 

Wildlife. 

 The Girl Scouts want to do some more markings at Crescent Lake for the red trail.   

 And, the pollinator garden is almost complete.  A lot of volunteer effort.  It’s a Novick’s Orchards 

if you want to take a swing by and look.   The sign will go up probably within a week or so. 

 

9. Adjournment 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to adjourn which Ms. Solury seconded.  Motion passed unanimously 

on a voice vote. 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:33 o’clock, p.m.) 

 

  

 


